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Ba cau chuyén vé triét 1y sdng cuia Steve Jobs!

Khai Thien

Nguoi viét bai nay chang lién hé gi véi Steve Jobs trong moi linh vyc. Méi lién hé
duy nhét véi ong ta don gian chi 1 mot chiéc may tinh Macbook Air méi vira mua chua day
vai thang...Bao nhiéu niém vui vi tién ich ky vi ctia chiéc may tinh nay trong thoang chdc da
nhuém mau u budn khi hay tin nguoi sang tao ra né da vinh vién ra di! Cang ngam ngui hon
khi biét rang nguoi Ay da noi vé su ra di ctia minh 5 nam trudc qua bai thuyét trinh nhan 18
tbt nghi¢p tai mdt dai hoc danh gia bac nhét thé gidi, Stanford University, cling 1a noi tran
day ky niém cta tac gia. Bai viét nhu mot 10i tri an.. khong phai vi t6n vinh sy 1én ngdi cta
nhitng chiéc may tinh cuc mong, IPad, IPhone... ma vi xac dong trudc birc thong diép vé
triét Iy song “rat Phat” dén bat ngd cuia nguoi sang 1ap Apple. Thong diép dy dang truyén
cam himg vé mot doi sdng véi Iy tudng cao dep dén khip hanh tinh nay, nhat 1a dbi véi cac
ban thanh thiéu nién, nhiig ngudi von dang song vi cdi dep, vi tinh yéu, va vi Iy tuong.
Duéi day 1a ba cau chuyén va triét 1y song cua Steve Jobs di truyén dat cho cac ban tré tai
dai hoc Stanford, Polo Alto.

« Dinh nghiép nhu nhitng diu chim...

Céu chuyén dau tién ma Steve Jobs gidi thi€u trong dién van ctia minh do 1a viéc bo

hoc nira chimg ctia 6ng ta. Nghe rat cam dong. Ong ta bé hoc khong phai vi ludi biéng ma

1 Bai cam niém duorc viét bdi cam xdc cua tac gia nhan doc bai phat biéu cua Steve Jobs dugc dang
trén trang web cua ABC News, thang 10, ngay 08, 2011. Link:
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/technology/2011/10/steve-jobs-talked-about-death-in-2005-stanford-
commencement-speech-2/
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vi cam thay budn va xau ho khi phai tiéu qua nhiéu tién dé danh ca doi ctia B6 me nudi
trong khi ban than ong lai khong thuc sy cam nhan duoc nhitng diéu ma 6ng cho 14 c6 gia
tri that sy. Ong da quyét dinh tir gid ngdi truong chi sau sau thang theo hoc. Tuy nhién, mén
hoc viét chir dep (calligraphy) da 16i kéo su quan tdm caa 6ng. Ong da theo hoc nhiing 16p
thu phap ma 6ng khong hé nghi ring sau nay 6ng da 4p dung chung vao trong cac mau thiét
ké ctia Apple.

Trong thoi diém cua nhitng quyét dinh khé khin & tudi hoc sinh, Steve Jobs da chon
long hiéu kinh véi cha me va yéu thich cdi dep 1am dong luc dat dan cudc séng clia minh.
Nhin lai nhitng kinh nghiém thoi tho 4u, Steve Jobs d& khuyén céac ban tré trong 18 t6t
nghiép ctia ho rang, “... Ban khong thé noi két nhitng ddu cham khi nhin vé phia truéc; ban
chi ¢é thé néi két chiing khi nhin lai dang sau. Cho nén ban phdi tin twéng rang nhing déu
cham dé thé nao roi ciing sé noi két véi twong lai ciia ban bang cach nay hay cach khdc.
Ban hdy tin twéng vao diéu gi dé & chinh minh: ban ndng, dinh ménh, cudc séng, nghiép
liee, vén van. Léi tiép cdn ndy chwa bao gio: lam cho t6i that vong, va né da tao ra nhiing
thay doi quan trong trong cudc song ctia t6i.” (...You can 't connect the dots looking forward,;
you can only connect them looking backwards. So you have to trust that the dots will
somehow connect in your future. You have to trust in something — your gut, destiny, life,
karma, whatever. This approach has never let me down, and it has made all the difference
in my life.)

Mudi nam sau, khi hoi tudng lai, Steve Jobs da nhan ra réng su thanh cong cua
ong dugc quyét dinh boi nhimg yéu té quan trong d6 1a: ong da nhin doi bang chinh dbi
mat cia minh; ong d4 noéi véi doi bang chinh tiéng noi tir ndi tim ciia minh, va éng da
sdng gitra doi bang tinh yéu cai dep sdu tham dén tir trai tim cta chinh minh. Ban thir
nghi dén mot chang thanh nién vira tir bd mot con duong dai hoc danh gid va tham du vao
nhiing 16p hoc viét chit dep nghe c6 v& vién vong va 16 rang chang thuc té chit nao!
Nhung Chinh Steve Jobs, khi nhin lai, da khéng dinh, “No¢ that 1a dep, that ky vi, va tinh
té mot cach diéu nghé trong moét cach thire ma khoa hoc khong lam sao nam bat duoc, va
t61 da thiy n6 qua thuc 1a quyén rii. Tuy nhién, nhitng diéu nay tham chi khong hé c6 chut
hy vong nao dén nhitng tmg dung thuc té trong doi séng cua t6i. Nhung mudi nam sau,
khi chiing t6i thiét ké chiéc may tinh Macintosh dau tién, tat ca da tro lai voi t61.” (It was

beautiful, historical, artistically subtle in a way that science can't capture, and I found it



fascinating. None of this had even a hope of any practical application in my life. But ten
vears later, when we were designing the first Macintosh computer, it all came back to
me.)

That vay, tim sy cta ong 13 nhitng kinh nghiém song quy gid vo bd. Cau chuyén
dau tién ma Steve Jobs di chia sé v6i chung ta d6 chinh 1a nhitng 101 khuyén chan tinh
cho nhing ai dang budc vao ngudng cua ciia cudc doi: Hay dé tim chiém ngudng cai dep,
du rét binh thudng, ngay cé trong tinh hudng toi t& nhét, vi chinh n6 s& dem lai sy tuoi mat
dé nuoi dudng cudc séng. Va hiy dé 1ong hiéu kinh v&i cha me, sy quan tdm dén ndi kho
nhoc cuia nhitng nguoi chung quanh, va long yéu thich cai dep dit dan ban trudc nhitng
quyét dinh kh6 khan nhét. RS rang, day 1a mdt quan diém, mot thai do séng rat vi tha bén
canh tinh yéu tha thiét ddi voi cai dep.

* Nhe nhang trong su thanh, bai...

Cau chuyén thir hai ciing that 1 cam dong. N6 néi rd vé ¥ nghia cua tinh yéu va sy
mat mat. Trong can nha dau xe cua bd me nudi, Steve Jobs va nguoi ban da lan dau tién
thanh 1ap hing Apple. Lic iy 6ng chi vira 20 tudi. Dén 10 nim sau, céng ty Apple trong
cin nha dé xe cta dng d3 phat trién thanh mot dai cong ty véi tong tri gia hai ty D6 la va
hon 4.000 nhan vién 1am viéc. Nhung rdi, trong lac dang ¢ dinh cao cua sy thanh dat, luc
ong vira 30 tudi, 6ng di bi budc thoi viéc vi bat ddng quan diém vé tim nhin twong lai voi
ngudi ma éng di thué 1am diéu hanh. Ong phai ra di vi toan ban diéu hanh ding vé phia
ngudi dy. Ong da thuc sy dau kho vi that bai nay. Nhung tir trong ddy tham cua con tim,
ong ta 3 nhan ra mot phép la, day 13, 6ng van chua mat tinh yéu d6i véi cong viée caa
minh. Thé 14 6ng da khoi sy thanh 1ap mot cong ty méi 1a NeXT va tiép sau d6 13 cong ty
Pixar gan lién voi nguoi dan ba, ma sau ndy trd thanh vo cta ong. Piéu ky tha 13 chang
bao lau sau su thanh dat cia NeXT, chinh Apple da mua lai cong ty NeXT, mdt cong ty
d3 tao ra nhitng san pham then chét cho su phuc hung ctia Apple nhu hién nay. Thé 1a
Steve Jobs da tr¢ lai voi Apple.

V& sau 6ng di phat biéu rang, “Bj thoi viéc & mot cong ty do chinh minh sang lap
qua 1a diéu tot dep nhat da dén voi t6i. Cai ning nhoc cta thanh cong duge thay thé bang

cai nhe nhang trong trang thai cua ngudi méi khoi sy, it ¢ bam chac vao bat cu cai gi.



N6 da cdi troi cho toi di vao mot giai doan sang tao nhét ca cude doi.” (...Getting fired
from Apple was the best thing that could have ever happened to me. The heaviness of
being successful was replaced by the lightness of being a beginner again, less sure about
everything. It freed me to enter one of the most creative periods of my life.)

Nhiing gi Steve Jobs noi qua that 1 chang khéc gi giong diéu cia mot thién su
chinh théng. Vang, ong da ndi v6i chung ta bang su kién, chir khong phai bang ngén ngir
rang: thdt bai khéng phdi la diéu dang so ma danh mat tinh yéu vao cudc séng méi la
diéu dang so! Trong nhimg lGc that bai va ndo né nhu thé, ong da bam lay tinh yéu vao
cong viée thay vi séng véi phién mudn kho dau hay tu dong hoa minh véi nhitng cam
gidc budn vui, thuong ghét...La mot nguoi Phat tir, Steve Jobs da rat tinh té khi song 10
Ptic Phat day bang cach cd vuot ra khoi su btrc bach ciia tim nhan duyén 4m anh tran thé
— duoc, mat vui, budn, khen ché, danh vong va khong danh vong—dé khoi day tinh yéu
va ly twong ctia minh. (Xem Kinh Anguttara Nikaya AN 8.6) Néu ban ct tiép tuc chay
theo tim nhan duyén nay, cho du ban dugc phép séng thém mot trim nim nita thi ban
van méi miét trong phap phong, dau kho. Vi chan 1y ciia cudc song 1a su thay doi khong
ngimg. Chi c6 cach, hdy tw minh vuot 1én trén cac nhan duyén dbi dii nay va an tra sau
xa trong tinh ling ban mai co thé sang tao va 1am méi cudc séng ciia chinh minh. Song

nhu Steve Jobs, tinh tam trudc thanh hay bai, chin chén ban s& duoc an binh, hanh phuc.
* Quan niém vé vo thuwong (sw chét) dé song tot dep hon...

Cau chuyén thtr ba da khép lai cudc doi tran thé cta Steve Jobs. Va la lung thay,
day lai 1a mot bai giang vé vo thudng, vé cai chét cho hang ngan sinh vién trong ngay 18
ra trudng tai dai hoc Stanford. T4t nhién bai thuyét trinh trong mét bdi canh quan trong
nhu thé dugc pho dién trén vin ban véi mot quan diém song r6 rang chir khong phai 1a
mot cam himg ngiu nhién. Steve Jobs di giang vé v6 thudng nhu thé nao?

Ong bat dau cau chuyén: “Mdi budi sang khi soi gwong t6i déu héi chinh toi rang
“Néu nhu hom nay 13 ngay cudi ciing ctia doi toi, thi t6i c6 mudn 1am nhiing gi ma t6i sap
stra 1am hay khong?” Néu nhu cau tra 161 12 ‘Khong’ sudt nhiéu ngay nhu vay, thi toi biét
rang toi phai thay d6i mot diéu gi d6.” (I have looked in the mirror every morning and

asked myself: “If today were the last day of my life, would I want to do what I am about



to do today?”’ And whenever the answer has been “No” for too many days in a row, 1
know I need to change something.) Mot 161 sdng can thin va c6 ¥ thic timg ngay, ting
gid nhu thé xuat phat tir cin bénh ung thu tuy tang (14 lach) ma Ong dang cuu mang.
Chinh cin bénh ctia 6ng ciing di gitip ong phan nao t6 ngd chan 1y vé thudng. Nhung cin
bénh d6 khong giup 6ng tim dén Phat gido. Vi Steve Jobs da dén véi Phat gido & ngay
vao do tudi thanh xuan, & mot Itra tudi ma hau nhu chiang ai ban tdm dén chuyén sinh ldo
bénh tu.

Mic du phai doi dién véi bénh tat nhung tim ong da khong hé chung xudng ma
trai lai n6 lai sang sudt va manh mé hon bao gio. Ong nhin manh: “Quén niém rang nay
mai t6i s& chét 1a mot cong cu quan trong nhat ma t6i di duong dau dé c6 thé gitp toi
quyét dinh nhitng Iyra chon 16n lao. B&i vi hau nhu tit ca moi tht—Ilong mong doi tir bén
ngoai, niém kiéu hinh, ndi s¢ hii vé su that bai hay b& bang— nhitng diéu nay sé& bi roi
rung trude cai chét, chi con lai nhitng gi that sy quan trong. Ghi nhé rang ban s& phai chét
1a cach t6t nhat ma toi biét dé c6 thé tranh duoc cam biy cua ¥ tudng rang ban c6 cai gi
d6 dé mat!” (Remembering that I'll be dead soon is the most important tool I've ever
encountered to help me make the big choices in life. Because almost everything — all
external expectations, all pride, all fear of embarrassment or failure — these things just
fall away in the face of death, leaving only what is truly important. Remembering that
you are going to die is the best way I know to avoid the trap of thinking you have
something to lose.)

Duong nhu Steve Jobs di rat tam dac phap mén quan niém vé su chét. Mot trong
nhiing phap mon quén niém ma Puc Phat da giang day trong mudi phép tuy niém do
chinh 14 niém Chét (niém diét). Cau chuyén cua Steve Jobs duong nhu vo tinh ciing da
mang theo bong dang cia c¢b bé quay to 16 tudi, cu dan lang Alavi, dugc ghi lai trong
chuyén tich kinh Phap Ca. C6 bé lam nghé quay to ciing da thanh tyu vé mat tam linh
nhd vao phap niém nay; va cling da tir gia thé giéi rat som...

Thé nhung c6 18 Steve Jobs di cam nhan vé mot du bao rat gan khi 6ng ta phat
biéu béng mot ngodn ngilt bdc truc va manh ligt ré‘mg, “Khong ai mudn chét ca. Tham chi
ngudi mudn 1én Thién dang ciing khong mudn chét dé dén do6. Va chét 1a diém dén chung
cho tt ca chung ta. Chua bao gid ¢o ai trén thoat né duoc. Va rang, rat ¢ thé Chét 1a mét

tao pham tot dep cua doi song. No 1a di€ém thay doéi cudc song. N6 don sach cai cli va mo



duong cho cai méi. Ngay bay gid, cai méi 1a ban, nhung rdi ngiy nao d6, khong may lau
déu, ban sé tir tir tr& thanh cai cii, va s& bi don sach. Xin 13i, vin dé tré nén qua bi
thuong, nhung no 1a sy that.” (No one wants to die. Even people who want to go to
heaven don t want to die to get there. And yet death is the destination we all share. No
one has ever escaped it. And that is as it should be, because Death is very likely the
single best invention of Life. It is Life'’s change agent. It clears out the old to make way
for the new. Right now the new is you, but someday not too long from now, you will
gradually become the old and be cleared away. Sorry to be so dramatic, but it is quite
true.)

Lbi chi thang vao su that cta cudc song bién chuyén vo thuong rd rang nghe co vé
am dam va u budn that diy! Nhung d6 khong phai 1a mot quan diém bi quan ma 14 su that
cho du ban mudn néi ra hay 13 khéng. Nén nhé rang, quan niém vé chét khong phai dé
chét; quan niém vé chét 1a dé song t6t dep hon va 1am cho chinh cudc séng trd nén tét
dep hon trong moi linh vuc va gia tri ciia no. biéu nay duogc khéng dinh khi Steve Jobs
danh gia vé ké dong hanh ctia minh: “van dé duy nhat ciia hing Microsoft 1a ho khong co
cai cam thirc thAm my. Ho tuyét nhién khong c6 cam thirc thAm my. Toi khong néi diéu
d6 theo 16i hep, ma t6i néi diéu d6 trong mot phwong dién 16n lao, trong ¥ thire ring ho
khong nghi dén nhiing ¥ niém ban so, va ho khong dem nhiéu yéu té van hoa vao trong
nhirng san pham cua ho.” (“The only problem with Microsoft is they just have no taste.
They have absolutely no taste. And I don 't mean that in a small way, I mean that in a big
way, in the sense that they don 't think of original ideas, and they don 't bring much culture
into their products.”—PBS Documentary, Triumph of the Nerds, 1996) Li binh pham
nay cho thiy Steve Jobs quan tim dén doi song thim m¥ nhu thé nao va di nhién né ciing
16i kéo chung ta vé véi triét Iy cua nhirng diu chdm va nét chir dep ma ong da ké véi
ching ta trong cau chuyén ban dau.

Quan niém vé Chét theo tinh than Phat gido ma Steve tng dung vao doi séng cta
minh han khong hé mang dau 4n bi quan nao hét. Trai lai, né6 mé ra mot con dudng thénh
thang v6i biét bao co hoi chuyén hoa va thing tién theo gidc mo 1y tudng cta minh, bo lai
ddng sau tat ca nhimg vudng ban vao dugce mét, hon thua cho cudc sdng nhi nguyén.
Vang, ddy chinh 1a sitc cong pha vi dai cia mot tam thirc da vuot 1én trén thé gidi vo

thuong vi di “t6 ngd” vé vo thuong. Han ban khong can phai chd cho t6i khi gia chét rdi



moéi hiéu duoc nhimg gia tri chan that cia cudc doi! Chi mot phut tinh tim v6i mot trang
kinh, Steve Jobs da hiéu duoc nhiing gia tri thuc thu khi quan niém vé chét. Ttr d6, éng
d3 ra strc song hét minh véi nhimng gi tot dep nhat va deo dudi muc tiéu ctia minh cho toi
cung. Pong lyc cua cta su deo dudi nay, di nhién, khong phai vi hon thua ma chinh vi
tAm 10ng tran trong cudc sdng, tran trong nhimmg gia tri chan that, va tran trong cai “My”

bén canh cai Chan va cai Thién.

C6 18, ban s& thdm thia hon khi nghe Steve Jobs néi vé coi ngudn hanh phuc that
su ciia doi minh trong méi to duyén nhoc nhin ctia séng va chét: “Lam ngudi gidu co
nhat nam trong nghia dia doi véi toi khong thanh van dé...Mdi dém khi di ngi, néi véi
minh rang ching ta di 1am diéu gi d6 that 1a tuyét voi...d6 méi 1a van dé quan trong véi
t01. (Being the richest man in the cemetery doesn t matter to me ... Going to bed at night
saying we 've done something wonderful... that’s what matters to me.)—The Wall Street
Journal, 1993.

Xin tam biét mot tim hon tran ngap yéu thuong!

Khai Thien
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