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Building Project of Statue of Sakyamuni 
 

Dear Friends in Dharma: 
 

After much effort over the past six months, I am pleased to report that we have completed 
our project of sculpting two statues of the Sakyamuni Buddha: a statue of him sitting and 
reaching enlightenment (35 feet tall) and a statue of him lying as he entered Nirvana (35 feet 
long).  We have also completed construction of the base for the sitting Buddha at the White 
Sands Buddhist Monastery.  In short, we have completed the first few key steps towards 
achieving our dream of having two statues of the Sakyamuni Buddha at our Monastery.  
 

The next key step is to transport the two statues from Vietnam to the United States.  This 
is a major, complicated, expensive undertaking due to the large sizes and weight of the two 
statues, exceeding the normal size limitations of cargo transport ships. 
 

Based upon estimates, the statue of the Buddha entering Nirvana, which carved from a 
single block of stone, will weigh 60 tons.  The statue of the Sitting Buddha will be assembled 
from five large blocks of stone, each weighing 40 tons.  Thus, the Sitting Buddha alone will 
weight approximately 200 tons.  Based upon discussions with a number of companies (both in 
Vietnam and in the United States), the cost of transporting the Sitting Buddha alone will cost 
approximately $200,000. 
 

Presently, we have adequate funds to pay for the cost of sculpting the Sitting Buddha and 
building the base.  We have paid $100,000 for these two tasks, the funds of which have come 
from the generous donations of Buddhist members, whose names are on list at the Monastery.  
However, to date, we do not have funds for the costs of transporting the statues.  Thus, once 
again, the Monastery sincerely calls upon Buddhist members and friends of the Monastery to 
make generous donations towards to the costs of transporting the two Buddhas, or alternatively 
provide loans to the Monastery without interest for a long-term period, such as five to ten years, 
so that we can quickly realize our dream of having the two statues at our Monastery. 
   

For further details, please contact White Sands Buddhist Center, 4640 Knost Dr., Mims, 
FL 32754. Email: whitesandsbc@gmail.com, website: www.cattrang.org; phone: 321-383-0723 
/407-733-1301. Checks can be made out to White Sands Buddhist Center. In the memo line 
please write Statues of the Buddha. 
 

 
 
May you be well and happy. 
Ven. Khai Thien-Thich Tam Thien, Abbot 

 


